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A Hriel History and Dexvolopment of Community Campises in Nepial

Litsim Arval
Lestmrer. Malowanpnr Muluple Campus

Imtroduction
Mepul, 2 Inndlogked country in South A, 1w lmown forie diverse culivneg: taditons;
arul Lurudscapes, as well @ i mory of efecarion noted mboth pellaious mstimmon
md modem inflwenees; In the recant years, the government of Nepal has heen
workmz i enhance the quallly education anil aphith the mttoral identiny. The pihlc
e mure eaneermed bt their investent o the pubbic scetsr amd iheir revenug
wpettt o e educutlon. Meosuiver, kot oF proga s atd conlerences are beme Teld
iy d euesa ol smplenient the corechive measipres o tuck (he educainam winel can
teseprrt the yuality education s produve duslified cilene. The development il
cirmunugtity compuesis in Nepal roflects die evalution of educetion, shuped by socigtal
reyds; political chunpes, and glid] tronds. These curiprises, ulso Leewn ds Commnally
Calleges. ploy a prucinl roly in expanding higher vduomtion sceess o umbyrservad
arcod, eropowering fuil commmnities. wid Rntding soval dhinge. This detmled
Peisttery oetcass (e roith ol comrmrimiby carmpuides im Napol Tiom thald Bice plisat. (e
chitllesiges they fced, wod the ongouig conifibubions (o the educsiion swiem.

Eurly Education in Nepal: Pre-1950

Bl g tiodern clducation wus iiroduded b Nipal, twe educotion systerm wos priminly
infirmal, revolving snmd religinim instituhisnd. Monmsteries, temples, and other
religrous cemtels served ns sohiools, whene edicilion was predominailily available
I e el e lass, The maporiy of the population, paoticulacy meoeural sis, b liogle
i maey gigesis (o Tormul edodation,

Ehereng the Romn cosimse | 18461951 ), education was baegpely, reservied for the ruline
clggs. There was litle effart 1w promaore educonan for the genarnd populanon,
pawtazadard vt oouril reguns The Gt fooned sstiuaton of lgber education i Nepal,
T'rChiamdm College, was sitablisbed o 1918, offeriog imited coumses m the arti
andd sciences. Mowessier, socess remomed Tl:!'l'l.'lll:l:ﬂ to Beatbmronelo smid a small growp
4 priv leged eliles typieally fbrms Rono dmd Shitk fumby, In Gty bis Tenr wis
wimraied hesinase 4 smiall musber of edusatid people i Negal did jn-n]n hasenchy with
the b edissited in bodis 1o l11|"|pl-u e l"-'hl-}-.L-l.fﬂﬂd Mg liove ariatoeraey I 1951
(Chanles 2017, '
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The Rise of Comminity Catmpuises: 1950-1%80x

The profitieal chanpod beoughl shout By the gverthow af (e Hams egune e 195]
opered up new appornmmes foreduestiond refirm The sablisfmen of democracy
in Mepal crenmed W fertile convironmen Top the expansien of, edocprmonal insidononms,
meluding higher education. In 195%, Trbhuvan Umiversity (T was established.
kg g snafeant rorming pointn Nepal's higher odocatyo sectue TU, & putidi
maiveraity, became a b for terary edneationy ond over time, io developed aftilfited
campiises eras the oy, A Few years hedome, m 1951 the fordt poblio onlleges
el the frrst coirmmmn by u1'|Ir|gh WETT n|.1+11-n;l i Mepail, 3 bbb wrln:g-. i= mIMIIjr
Puirrded biv ihe ..umr'umlty ez, fioin lical tones § and o commnnily ul-i!.:;p.: i% e

(et | Fiebedd privately (Gagle, 20070 By 108, thete weze five publis colleges with
& Lol earalment ol 000w $1 Loy u:”n._!g:l itk vovbsl esro ]l ol
10,00 mudertte, Tn 197, 3l community colleges wure notionalized and bocwme it
of Tribhuven Unlyersite ( TUL Do the 20140015 geademle oo, there wetle over
IR A9 ptudentd entglled [0 Tribhuvan Linivershiy acidemdie: progeama; abg thicd
of thie total students were fdot 60 constiuen! dampuses and cemtnll deparments.
ot bwad thicd weee frome 1063 alTalined public colleges anil/di cormimunity
wofleres | Trbhvan Klinveryrty 4116,

While Tribvhovin Universoy was expanding s reoch, Hiere wWas o ing recoumilon
of the eeed for ocal, eomemmity-led highor educaton maniiarsom that conld serve
ruri] peeas pod commumne frr from the captnl, The early pepds of tho communny
cormpuas moyementwere pown o the fpte F595Us and early | 960n, when nuod lendors
anud vt Hecnandi began advocoimg Tor cducmion that atered 1o losal neads, pariculiply
in terms of accesmhilivy, const, snd relevanse to local hivelihoods

Extablishmont of First Community Camposcs

The Jresn commmnity canpuses wene fot wp in tuy 17700 =5 part of o grasamoas e o
(o sddress the lack of hyrher eduganon epporiumimtes ol wregs. Commuoniiy
rivesmbery, ollen witl the tedp of focal Teaders anyd wocul workess, gane iwﬂ:ﬂﬂm{ o
pool rerovrees amd owablish small colleges These mstinmtions were mitially solf-
famadid] through demations, contrebutions from licu! Busmesses. and vpliundeer ¢lforts.
Thase eatly campuses were typleally. alabl babod m reinote atoik whire scoeus 1o
T wr wther nlhrlur el versities wisk el They wilered vourses i subjices e (b
s, mamitics, s edusition, which weee in ligh (emeand arbdiy Ml stilderis
lowikirage fiat ol gttt Tcally=Frsedl phtermatives to studying i Kathimendu o ghed

<D




OAA and Commiunily Campuse
Aiter the momstom of UG m Nepal, the compazeswern nvited jo parmcgiaie m
A% process and mimally mosy of The communiny compueses seceved the QAN
Almgether we huve 1437 compusen/colleges ip Meput god all the dute % coumpusos
and colbeges have recenvod the QAA apd most semficantdy the comumumny curmnpuses
dommimte the b (LG, 20245
Fleze i the list of reasereitited campiases among 92 imd wie con fimd 1 mojority of
lthe community chmpusés (anly ane constituent campusd im0 the st
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Limy eriiiies

[. Trikbovan Liniversity (T [95%9

Nepnl Sanskrn Limverany [RaU ) T9RG
Rt thimanidiy Unisersaty (KL, 199
Murhunichal Univeity | PUL 1994

Pokhiem Umverany i FokL, 1967

Lty Botidilhue Lindversny | LBU), 2615
b ity mslebid Llni'rl:r':iiilu {2000
Mudewestern Lrinveeniiy [ 20100

% Acmeulbore amd Foresiry Uinmeersany {20110
10 Mapal Cpden Undversaiy (20160

11, Rinmsirehs Janak Universite (2B17)
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[ Naie ol Liniversity Nnber of Campubos
| Tohlmwan Lniversimy 1141
F.n-r Western University 15
Rt L I.‘mmr:ily e
 Pokhares Linivanpny 1 07
Pursmmihes| Umverndty i LS

AU i)
Lumprm Hadidha lin!wmlz- | 9
Mid Western Univerpity is
| Nopal Sanskat Uiy arity 3
I"'{n..pu1 I'}p::h E.rlll'lrl..‘l'!lﬂ'_lr I
Rajorsh] ok Univarsity 1 iprocess of adding ¢olleges)

Swari=" UGC, Nopal

Studunis in public nnd copmunity eplleges, simibpr 1o the umversiny, ke colloge
conmmes diming niorning or esenimeshitbe. Most Nepalese undesgradiinte stfenty
atg fulb-gine stadeits and may not work elscwhers while snadying. A i cultoral
nem, pErenipay the oot of gducation Tor ther ehildren amd fnilow the wishes of
mtents Sotfictimios cplhege stitlints have ke metivathan on e mlorost (0 persomg
o tradivonal eollege depree hecause of the growing number of unemployed pradunies
{Rhatiye 2007), Thisne are mony cases where stedents have dropped the prozerms

v ehanged their mogors frequently. [h the recent time, this trend has beon accelerated
il pissee by Bl of the dantbents who Juve possed the +2 ke the NOU fir faeeijn
1 TSR

Espanshon of Community Campusess [990w-20004

In Nepiless postrecondaiy cllucotinn, the | niverlsity Grimys Commission dverseen
the Tunging. ard mopioriey of 81l clueatomal programs that melindas bpchelops,
miidiers, wnd dixloral degrecs. Lnneersitlas m Nipal ey atignificant antimomy,
The dutatlon of o hathelor's dopitve 't 3-5 yeons sod o mostor’s dégee s 2 ':q'.l:lll.l'll.
Mupilese doctory | dégrees iy rescarchabuid] degroes, and ore nigiroosly evalooiod
by a team ol expera, usmmily eonststing of =t least one renngmcd schotar from an
eitermnl privessity, Comdiuent campises of colleges revelve public fumding and
nnversiiies vwveriee theil avademic, ddmmntrabive, and findngla] manageinent]
AMliuted campuses do gol ieverse pubbe fendzsg: bul unlyersines we still responuible
for supecyishon of et aviibare g amnd exormmtions. T addithen 1o pabli
atd private, there lire xome carpuses which are fuided dnd managed by the
somuRunnEs Conummny Fﬂ[lldj_‘.'ﬁ recelve very small amwonn ol financkal suppor
For suprital cosas fromn the governmen! thraugh e University Grams Commissien,
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sance thens s no secirediling body so far, degree-granting poworonly omiiidei Tfom
TiT govermment - 1r_.'i_r,|!-'.5.;]1‘un: fiy hﬂ precisy. Bach of unmwoutes i Nepul
ctabrbialed by o wet passed froo the natiomal Legiadinree TI|.|.'1 ks codleges follow
thie “miodenilc” sbbjects prescribéd by the universaty at they are alTilisted with.
A on renunly, collegen Tpok engagoment with commupity or indusiry

Political Changes and Educativnal Reforms

Thie pohtical uphegeal of the 19900, moluding the ol of the MFanchaym svstom nd
e auly'ent of mroltmarty dermoeracy i TS brovgtht ow: momentiem 1 e expamiion
ol educatiipal instjtutione. The | 900 constimgion ruarantecd the right w edueation
ad i lerulieiendal right, leading o mereased efforts w expenild acding io alusition
at all bisveli metiiling mahes eaucation

In 1992 1he governient ol Nepl officially recognized ommanily Gampuses ks o
nmgue cutegory of neher edncation institutoms: This recogmition aflowed these
CRTIIPLSCS (0 Foverie saitiee governrhiend supiort svbidle miintaiming their dutonamy,
The goverment encomaged [dcul communitics o tike ownrship of e ctmpiises,
efrhusremg then impritance indemocrsteng edocation,

Euettnyg thi 19900 and corly 2000, the oumber of eomumunity compuses grew mpidly,
The muin deovisg [wece behind s expansion wisd e demand foe affonlible wml
secesglhic education m oramel arcan Unlike govermment or private mstifations,
curtmusily chtipisess wene able o inatnpnin elatlvely low fees beooues of thefr
edperutive strpctiie. The involvetent of local communitles in the managemim
and tunding of thepe campuses kept admimsirative costs low, which benefited
stiidenits, The SHEI project st 1o a1 enhince gqualiey bl relevance ol highde
eilestcartiom anel researell through o ket of incintives for pramuoting elfective manligomean
adl Temarrcind awtnmabidiny of acadieoe manutons amd (h) improved acciesy for
scademivally queliffed underprivileged stvdanitg, theliedling girts, dalits, anil
ctlucalivnnily dhindyartuged fepdis 10 bogbier education Buough Ttancial sestsivnge
wndl enhosced copocity: of higher wecondery schooly (World Bank 2014Y,

bt adedipben to trwitkiznad subfects, commmmity canpuses begai allering cotmes i
techmwitl sl voeational eductiion, sprculioge, Biness studiss, and Dealth g lznces
Theue progsams were ajlored Lo the needs of Wocal ecoommes, rellectng the runil
settings where st of thase carmpruues wire Jocatud. Nagasundivim anil Deostlaly
[2013) hugeent that "he carahlishment of community colleges dould provide an
apportamnty for Une vouth 1 seguire uneible skifls that are dievtly mansfinroble 1o
the mrarkeipliee™ dp, 240, This diversificition of couises alse atimestied s broaler
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e of Wodents, nclelding waimeh and mdraduals trom mapgialged edmmunibc
who hod fnatorcally Heen rl.l.']ur.!_l.ll! fronm J:’u!ﬁl:: education, h‘ti.'tlll_'-\"lmli el |
2014y prgued that commity colleges foeus op muliple comstimencics withie the
cormmunity. deatify the commiunity necds and provide meeedded oppomimilies for
geducanion for {arger numbwes of hoth new, wadiponal-nged stedens, und older
irteberrihent sl ket

Chnllenges Faced by Commuomity Camposes

Evesite: shrawe ramed grorncth andd pasitave impact, commautity campiios in Nopad Gieedl
sevatal challenges, many ol which persist wday, One ol U primoy (eees wis
funding, While community campisies recaivid nahitle nengcial sapport [om il
ETVETTITIGON, 1T Wk oftan insndticient to cover oppmationa] costs, Tl lack of fundimg
el i dmsiles Sueli s bnndeguate infranimicture, Limted wecess 1o gquality 1eaching
riesterid e and dEffcalty i attradtini Quolified Gaeulty members. The learmibe-
centered collego offers edugational progrims snd experivnces availuble for leamen
based o wndividusl meeds. Whistever b dine b the learning <olleie is dime for
lemmmers (Bists 2001 § This ai wioll cnn Benotit the stodani and the emeridimyg local
MNepil eennomy

Anathis challenge was maintainmg seadepne stondurds. Smee copmmunity cuspplses
witre ofivn locined i remdte uress, ey stugeled lorecrul Bighly gualifiod weoches
ramnicularly m specialized fivkds This led to coneems aboot the qualfts of education
mrevachnd o these sumpuiies, a8 well as fu velevancs ol thei progrmms 1 the dhenimy
Jub kel Raded on Alphonse | 20130 sngeesiion 0 consider the need ol the
comamsnitiey andd people, & new verwop of the Neppless somumnny colfege curncots
el el o many cosponients a lele oopdng skalls, firmat)imal raladions, compilde
akilln, develnpmental English. warlke akills, imemship, and preporetion O etplovment

Cogielinshon

Ceuyermutiont Intfintives and Support: 2000s-1"resent

Recognizing the potentiol of cémmunily campusis 2o mmprove doecss to higher
gihication, the government of Mepal has wken steps to suppor their growth and
develoguninl. Severnl ke apitiatrves bpve bean Wnpletiented m aildress the clallense=
{ated hy communily campises and enhance their mole m the niMiconl] edoestion
sy slen

ATl atlon with Universithes
oL nar nluwlﬂp_ljurm i the J000s was the srengthening of nﬁjhmmni hemwieen
sofnmamity catipises aml public wamversitees, partieulmdy Tribhusan Linksersity
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Thiw arfalintion. sllvwed commiznity campuies w offer dogrized reeognueed by the
wavernmen| and ersured that they fadlewed nomempl academic wanderds. By alipume
their cormenln wath thise of sstmblished mversities. commmumty campuics enald
Lenprrwvye thie isilily of edizathon and make thalr frozrmns se prsctivi b dulknts.

Fundiag Sleclinmisma

The govermmcrt alsc miradiced virum funding meclimisEms (o suppim Sommuniy
sampusg, In 2009, the Umveraty Crants Commasmon (L) Taunched 1he
Performanec-Based Funding for Community Canmpllses progiam, whitch prosidel
finaneial inpentives s campuess that demmysimated high soademis pedfonmance and
ool povernimes. Tl inftialive shimed 1o wiCourdge comminnily campuses Lo fpamne
therr musnigemenl, inlEructues, std dcideime staaderds

Addrtiomally, the government mfodaced o soholanstip program specitically for
whabents iwn dsadvund e Fackerouwds Wi ﬂllj:ndml ey canipukees, This
tmitaativie bclped 1o redpce fnanclsl hurpiers and moke higher eduyation more
socesslile 1o madghna lured cOmmunitil

Ouulity Asswrance nnd Acerediiation

in racuny yuns, (hare hos hesm o grgwing emphass on quality assurpnce and
wpwreditathin for sommurmty uympuses The UG pd other megulatary hudies e
chrablshod purdelings 10F yeereditation. which avsesds the deodemble stomdiyds.
povermiende, ind snfiEstructine of Communily compuies. Chmpuicns (Hat meet these
stamdards are etigihle for additoms! Mundme and other forms o7 govamment suppor,;

Tlre detvelpinent of ooty cimgpiises |ias pdadied d sl ficant oleom e broaisy
sispiel ineformution of Nepnl. These inajtitions bave nob only e panded ey
[y edibcutin but lnve alad enmpowcred foml conmumities, protooled gender equaliby,
andd Tokteded wocial mability

Eipanding Access to Education

Une of the ot sipnificant contnbutions of caimuonity campuesed s thiirivle in
expanding pedess Ly bigher oducation, potiiculoey i el pnd oilerservéd nroos.
By preovending afliordeible il Tocsily ovailsble edueation, these cuvipases bitve made
it possibie for dmmands of stodeos oo purspe Jugher educanion who gt naol
ofherwiae have had the opportunity, This hos been especially mportant i pemoie
dicah wiliere decess Lo higher Educatinm  wias I1‘|-1:L‘1'_|-LIL1.£|:|- LII‘I'I"":Il:
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Priomuting Gender Eqguality

Uity campruigs s c'i::hu_p]u':'ﬂl i lu:J role i promoiuye: semder egualmy n
exucition. Traditbonalty, wotnen in Mepal ficed sgntfican barmiers 10 accessing
Highet ciiwation, particuldely i rurial areas where culiural nornis anid <Conimic
comsieami Hmived thew oppomaemes. Commun iy campuses, by offening edugation
el 1 Bwme at @ b cont, Tivve emabiledd manre woiman o pirrsee igher adueation
This has contribwted to mereandng female particiution n e workfiorce ad rproving
pendar equality m Nepal

Empuowering Marginalized Commuonkties

M:ny commumTy camiiEes hisve boan establivhed tnofrvies with laree popinlalstne
of mugpaltrod grogpe. soch as figenoog commrarmies and Dalits These comprses
have pranided edmiations) oppettimlties an idividinls wlir have hilstarisally heser
exchudid From highel cducartion dut 1o théir stcldl ind sedmannc stalus. Tn 'doing
w0, Eonumaniny campyses have confributed to pocw] motyiny sed the empowerment
ol nazggiva e cormmmanliies, liekyiedz w redvee iegquality and prommie secial jiiies

Crurrent Sntay snd Folure Prospects

A ol the 20240, there are over |50 commilindty satnmises operdling aomms Mepal,
eiving thousands of students. These compuses continues o play a enibical role in
providieg aifdable and sccessible Tigher education particulaly in rwal ardas.
Heowgyer, they still face chnllenges, inwtuding the need for ymproved tomifing:
infrustructure, and sepdemic gualiy,

Loglang forward, the governmen) sf Nepul bap expressed § copwmiment 10 suppostmg
e cxpntinuid development of commninly camposes, Key priorithes G the Bitiire
tichnde exprading occma o lectmology and dighal edocation, inpraving teacher
traaenieng & recriitment, e iirenethonme the gaalmy assurance and acereditation
provess Thite s also o growimg recognition of the tesd fbr cunimiiily e
iy el dace progrnmes i STEM (sbienee, techmoltey, engirtcering, il mutheriatics
Oelds, which sre imcreaningly impoctant o e global job morkel

Thu histoey of commmnity camypuses i Nipal i o tostmmyent 1o e powen o smssnsaty
irpuy ernaande o local cortmities 10 expesding iceess lo etlucatlon, From their
hipmhie begnnioes m the 197406 to twer current role as key providers of fagher
edugztion, commuinty camipuses hive meade sigmifivant conirbutiong e sicial
trumafirmalionm in I|"--1:;1.l|. Diewpife the challeniges ey Toce, these institutions Have
grrpreayeresd gl eormnmaries, prarsosed fender u.quuiﬂy. arad fomtered ol mwknlity,
Ax Nemal contipuey o devélop s sdussiion system, aommmunity sampuses will
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